
Interuniversity Centre of 
Bioengineering of the Human Neuromusculoskeletal System 

Executive Committee meeting 
n. 1/2014 

Meeting date: April 28th, 2014 at 13:00 hours via Skype 
 
 

Agenda 
1. Report of the Director 
2. Membership fees 
3. Centre web site 
4. Associate member application 
5. Centre by-laws 
6. Activity program (first event, academic and associate members recruitment, joint 

projects, etc.) 
7. Other matters 

 
Call to order: A meeting of the Executive Committee was held via teleconferencing on the 28th of April 2014. 
The meeting convened at 1 p.m., Chairperson Aurelio Cappozzo presiding, and Silvia Conforto secretary. 	
  

Members in attendance:  

• Laurence Cheze for the Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1 
• Guillaume Rao for the Aix-Marseille Université 
• Mario Cesarelli for the Università degli Studi di Napoli “Federico II” 
• Aurelio Cappozzo for the Università degli Studi di Roma “Foro Italico” 
• Ugo Della Croce for the Università degli Studi di Sassari 
• Silvia Conforto for the Università di Roma RomaTre 
• Sandro Fioretti for the Università Politecnica delle Marche. 

Members not in attendance: none 

1. Report of the Director 
The Director recalls Article 12 (Transitory guidelines) of the Statute: “The EC … Its first task is to elect the 
Director – which has been done -, write the Centre regulations (by-laws) and propose an initial activity 
program”.  The latter two items have not been dealt with properly since the last EC meeting. This issue will be 
debated during the present meeting. 

The Università Politecnica delle Marche has joined the Centre: the agreement has been signed by the Rectors of 
that University and of Roma “Foro Italico”. We welcome the new institution member and its representative 
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prof. Sandro Fioretti. A junior fellow (Elvira Maranesi) from Polytechnic University of Marche is going to join 
the centre. 

The Director informs: 
The Centre is participating in a project proposal within the Horizon2020 framework. Members involved are: 
Roma “Foro Italico”, Roma Tre, and Sassari. 
The Director informs: 

The doctoral program in Bioengineering at the University of Bologna is going to be closed. This sad and totally 
undesired circumstance is going to affect the MOY endeavour. Of course this has no consequences on the 
students already enrolled,  that is Tecla Bonci and Vincent Richard. The Italian laws regarding doctoral 
programs do not allow the Centre to have its own program. However, the Centre may foster the formation of a 
new consortium involving a doctoral program of at least one of the Italian members, the doctoral program in 
Lyon previously involved, perhaps Aix-Marseille, and other programs in other Mediterranean countries to be 
contacted and recruited, and a re-application for the MOY label. Of course, it would be desirable that Ugo Della 
Croce and Aurelio Cappozzo, who, starting from January 2015, will sit in no PhD faculty board, be actively 
involved in one of the above-mentioned programs.  

2. Membership fees 
Italian members are kindly asked to pay the 2013 membership fees at their earliest convenience. 
The Director asks the attendees whether to change the amount of the fee or not? The present amount is 200 
euros per fellow. For junior fellows there is no fee. 

Soon all members will receive a letter from the Centre administration asking to pay for the 2014 fees. 

3. Centre website 
The Director briefly illustrates how the website has been generated and solicits comments. 
The Director asks all members to be active in the administration of the website and respond at their earliest 
convenience when solicited to submit material for publication. 
It would be desirable that each member nominates a responsible person for providing this material. 

Ugo Della Croce proposes Università degli Studi di Sassari as website administrator. 
Approved unanimously 

4. Associate member application 
The private enterprise ITOP srl has submitted an application for associate membership. The Director illustrates 
the mission of this enterprise and recommends that the application be accepted. 

The Committee unanimously agrees to accept the application of ITOP srl and asks the Director to 
proceed with the relevant agreement according to article 5 of the statute. 

5. Centre by-laws 
The Director informs the attendees that at the moment we only have a draft of the Centre by-laws and asks who 
is volunteering to take the job to completion. 

Sandro Fioretti will write in Italian the Centre by-laws, Ugo della Croce will translate it into English and then 
Guillaume Rao will translate it into French. 

The approval of the Centre by-laws will be put on the agenda of the next EC meeting. 
Approved unanimously 
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6. Activity program 
• Scientific meetings for the Centre 

The Director propose the following format: 

Name 
IUC-BoHNES colloquia 

When: 
These events will be held each year in end of Genuary/February (motivation: low cost fares and 
accommodation, mid-term break in the Italian universities). 
They will start around 12 of one day and end around 14 of the following day thus allowing travelling within the 
two days.  
Where 

The location will be the seat of an academic member of the Centre in a turn-over fashion. 
The organization 

The event will be organized by the hosting university at minimal cost. 
Travel and sojourn expenses will be for each participant’s account. 

There will be no fees to be paid. 
A single structure hosting both the meeting sessions and accommodation is preferable. 

The program 
Three major events: 

Administrative: General Assembly and Executive Committee meeting 
Educational: a tutorial will be organized with the goal of sharing the expertise in a specific field of the hosting 
institution. 
Scientific: each participating institution will have a time slot to present its activities and launch an idea for 
either an educational or scientific joint project. 
Participants 

The Centre’s fellows, junior fellows and associate members representatives plus selected guests. The latter 
individuals will normally participate at their own cost. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with this format. 

• Organization of the First Colloquium 
Next question is: who is going to organize the first colloquium? 

Università di Roma TRE proposes its candidature for the first colloquium.  
The Committee unanimously agrees with this candidature. 

• Ph.D. programs and the MOY label 
Guillaume Rao, Mario Cesarelli, Sandro Fioretti and Silvia Conforto will contact the Coordinators of the PhD 
Programs of their universities to investigate on the chances to apply for a new MOY label involving the Centre 
and other Mediterranean universities. 
Laurence Chèze will keep track of the Moy label application deadlines. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with the action.  
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• Educational initiatives 
The Chairperson suggests that Guillaume Rao looks into the possibility of organizing educational events and 
will report on this topic during the next meeting. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with the action. 

 
The next Executive Council meeting will be held via teleconferencing in September. 

 
No Further matters to discuss: the meeting is adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

 
Action summary 

Action item Person responsible Deadline 

New consortium for MOY: Italian Universities Conforto/Fioretti/Ces
arelli ASAP 

New consortium for MOY: Aix-Marseille Université Guillaume Rao ASAP 

New consortium for MOY: other Mediterranean countries to be 
contacted and recruited Cappozzo ASAP 

New consortium for MOY: check deadline and administrative 
constraints Laurence Cheze ASAP 

Web site administration Ugo Della Croce Starting from 
September 2014 

Centre-by-laws: Italian version Sandro Fioretti ASAP 

Centre-by-laws: English translation Ugo Della Croce  

Centre-by-laws: French translation Guillaume Rao  

Colloquia organization Silvia Conforto End of May 

Educational activities Guillaume Rao Next meeting 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted by 
 

 
Aurelio Cappozzo, chairperson     Silvia Conforto, secretary 

 
 


