
Interuniversity Centre of 

Bioengineering of the Human Neuromusculoskeletal System 

Minutes of the Executive Committee  

n. 1/2013 

Meeting date: January 17th, 2013 

 

Call to order: A meeting of the Executive Committee was held via teleconferencing on the 17th of January 
2013. The meeting convened at 3 p.m., Chairperson Aurelio Cappozzo presiding, and Mario Cesarelli secretary. 	
  

Members in attendance:  

• Laurence Cheze for the Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1 
• Guillaume Rao for the Aix-Marseille Université 
• Mario Cesarelli for the Università degli Studi di Napoli “Federico II” 
• Aurelio Cappozzo for the Università degli Studi di Roma “Foro Italico” 
• Ugo Della Croce for the Università degli Studi di Sassari 

Members not in attendance: none 

Guest 

• Tommaso D’Alessio for the Università degli Studi di Roma “RomaTre” 

Member’s reports:  

Chairperson: 

The Chairperson reads Article 12 (Transitory guidelines) of the Statute: “The EC is initially composed of one 
member for each founding university. Its first task is to elect the Director, write the Centre regulations (by-laws) 
and propose an initial activity program”. This article has informed the agenda of the present meeting. 

The University of Rome “RomaTre” has joined the Centre: the agreement has been signed by the Rectors of that 
University and of Roma “Foro Italico”. We welcome the new institution member and its representative prof. 
Silvia Conforto. 

The VPH Institute plans to submit a proposal for a Coordination and Support Action (CSA) under the Call 10 
on “In silico clinical trials”. The proposal will be named Avicenna, after the great Arabian physician. The 
Centre has joined the project as associate partner. Avicenna will establish, in the span of 24 months, a 
partnership between biomedical industries and European research organisations, aimed to develop the 
technology, methods, protocols, and standards that can make possible to use computer simulations before real 
clinical trials, so as to reduce the costs and the risks involved, and ultimately increase the rate of innovation in 
healthcare. The project will focus on the organisation of four main meetings which will provide the basis for the 
necessary public communication and for the establishment of a pre-competitive industrial partnership engaging 
the key industries in the field. The proposal will be driven by: - a core consortium of four (Sheffield, Linkeus, 
Obsidian, VPH Institute) that will take care of all administrative and organisational issues,  - a large group of 
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associate partners (essentially all members of the VPH institute) that will participate the consensus process and 
will receive reimbursement for their travelling costs through the core partners, - a large group of supporting 
partners (mostly industries) that will also contribute to the consensus process, but are not entitled to any 
reimbursement. 

Members are asked to provide the administrative seat with the list of fellows and junior fellows accompanied 
with their CVs at their earliest convenience. 

After the Director of the Centre is elected and, therefore, the Centre administration is operational, members will 
be asked to contribute the annual membership fee. Member representatives are asked to provide the Director 
with instructions concerning the paperwork required by their administrations to allow for this money transfer.  

The Chairperson fosters actions aimed at the involvement of both further member universities and associate 
members. To this purpose the Universities of Ancona, Florence, and Calabria have been contacted. 

Agenda 

1. Election of the Director 

The Chairperson fosters nominations. Ugo Della Croce nominates Aurelio Cappozzo. All members express 
agreement.  

Motion 1/13 (moved by Ugo Della Croce and seconded) 

“Aurelio Cappozzo is elected director of the Centre for the forthcoming three year term and the 
Rector of the University of Rome “Foro Italico”, administrating university, will be asked to proceed 
with formal nomination” 

Approved unanimously 

2. Centre by-laws 

The Chairperson informs the attendees that Mario Cesarelli has volunteered to prepare a draft of the Centre by-
laws and asks if anyone would like to back him. A brief discussion follows. 

The Committee agrees that Mario Cesarelli will submit a draft document containing the Centre by-laws in 
Italian not later than March 1, 2013, and Ugo Della Croce will translate it into English soon after. The approval 
of this document will be put on the agenda of the next EC meeting” 

Approved unanimously 

3. Initial activity program 

The Chairperson suggests that the following activities be carried out: 

• Design a logo of the Centre  

The Chairperson proposes a logo. Comments are solicited. Member representatives will work on the logo and 
make suggestions. The logo must be decided upon by mid February. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with the action. 

• Web site of the Centre 
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The Chairperson asks for volunteers to design and administer this web site. Proposals are welcome. 

Guillaume Rao volunteers to design a beta version of the web site. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with the action. 

• Organize a launching meeting for the Centre 

The Chairperson suggests that Ugo Della Croce in collaboration with Guillaume Rao organizes a meeting in 
spring, in the premises of the Porto Conte Ricerche and in association with the SIVAM project meeting. 
Possible dates are 11, 12, 13 of April. A draft program will be submitted by mid February. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with the action. 

• Verify the feasibility of setting up a Master and/or a Ph.D program in Bioengineering or sub topic 
eventually applying for an Erasmus Mundus grant  

The Chairperson suggests that Laurence Cheze looks into the problem and identifies a topic for a Ph.D. program 
that does not conflict with the existing Erasmus Mundus Ph.D. programs (action 1B) and a potential 
consortium, and checks on the feasibility of a proposal for the next call (not yet published, but presumably April 
2013). A report should be due by the end of mid February. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with the action. 

The Chairperson suggests that Guillaume Rao in collaboration with Maurizio Schmid (RomaTre) looks into the 
problem and identifies a topic for a Master program that does not conflict with the existing Master programs 
(action 1A) and a potential consortium, and checks on the feasibility of a proposal for the next call (not yet 
published, but presumably April 2013). A report should be due by the end of mid February. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with the action. 

• Verify the feasibility of setting up a one year specialization course (named Master in Italian) 
program in Sports Bioengineering 

The Chairperson shares with the Committee a proposal received from Giuseppe Vannozzi and Valentina 
Camomilla (Rome “Foro Italico”) to organize a 1-year Master program in Sports Bioengineering, possibly 
starting from the forthcoming academic year (2013-14). The idea has already been discussed with Sassari, 
RomaTre, and Marseille during previous informal meetings and they agreed to support it.” 

Giuseppe Vannozzi in collaboration with Silvia Conforto (RomaTre) will submit a proposal by mid February. 

The Committee unanimously agrees with the action. 

• Other matters 

Laurence Cheze raises the problem of translating the statute of the Centre into French. Herself and Guillaume 
Rao will seek for solutions and share results with Aurelio Cappozzo. 

The next Executive Council meeting will be held via teleconferencing on February 26 at 2 p.m. 

 

No Further matters to discuss: the meeting is adjourned at 4 p.m. 



 
4 

 

Action summary 

Action item Person responsible Deadline 
Provide the director with the CVs of the fellows and junior fellows. 
Provide paperwork needed to pay the fee. 

All member 
representatives January 31, 2013 

Director nomination to the attention of the Rector of Università di 
Roma Foro Italico Aurelio Cappozzo January 21, 2013 

Writing of the Centre by-laws both in English and in Italian Mario Cesarelli March 1, 2013 
Design of logo  Aurelio Cappozzo February 15, 2013 
Design and open a website Guillaume Rao March 1, 2013 
Draft organization of the launching meeting for the Centre Ugo Della Croce February 15, 2013 
Check on feasibility of an application to 
Erasmus Mundus action 1b - report Laurence Cheze February 15, 2013 

Check on feasibility of an application to 
Erasmus Mundus action 1a - report Guillaume Rao February 15, 2013 

Check on feasibility of organizing a Master in Sports Bioengineering 
and produce a draft program Giuseppe Vannozzi February 15, 2013 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

 

 

Aurelio Cappozzo, chairperson     Mario Cesarelli, secretary 

 

 


